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*Rand article from wiki 


Films are cultural artifacts created by specific cultures. They reflect those cultures, and, in 
turn, affect them. Film is considered to be an important art form, a source of popular 
entertainment, and a powerful medium for educating—or indoctrinating—citizens. The 
visual basis of film gives it a universal power of communication. Some films have become 
popular worldwide attractions through the use of dubbing or subtitles to translate the dialog 
into other languages. The individual images that make up a film are called frames. In the 
projection of traditional celluloid films, a rotating shutter causes intervals of darkness as 
each frame, in turn, is moved into position to be projected, but the viewer does not notice 
the interruptions because of an effect known as persistence of vision, whereby the eye 
retains a visual image for a fraction of a second after its source disappears. The perception 
of motion is partly due to a psychological effect called the phi phenomenon. 


Sound : In the 1920s, the development of electronic sound recording technologies made it 
practical to incorporate a soundtrack of speech, music and sound effects synchronized with 
the action on the screen.citation needed The resulting sound films were initially 
distinguished from the usual silent moving pictures or movies by calling them talking 
pictures or talkies.citation needed The revolution they wrought was swift. By 1930, silent 
film was practically extinct in the US and already being referred to as the old 
medium.citation needed 


Several Chinese and Hong Kong films have stopped production, including Blossoms, the 
upcoming film directed by Wong Kar-wai, which was scheduled to shoot in Shanghail62 Jia 
Zhangkes next film, which was planning to begin filming in China in April, but has been put 
on hold until at least next spring, with Zhangke saying he might even rewrite the script162 
and Polar Rescue, a Donnie Yen film, which shut down production until the end of the 
year.82 One of the first big production shutdowns was that of Mission: Impossible 7, which 
was scheduled to begin filming in Venice, Italy when the crew was sent home and the sets 
left behind.6 After actor Tom Hanks became infected with the coronavirus, the Elvis Presley 


biopic he was working on in Queensland, Australia was shut down, with everyone on the 
production put into quarantine. Production company Warner Bros. began working with the 
Australian public health services to identify other people who may have been in contact with 
Hanks and his wife Rita Wilson, who had been performing at venues including the Sydney 
Opera House shortly before both were tested positive.163 The Marvel Studios film Shang- 
Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings, which was also shooting in Australia, had its first unit 
production temporarily suspended on March 12, 2020, due to director Destin Daniel Cretton 
self-isolating while awaiting results for a coronavirus test, which came back 
negative.164165 
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